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THE HUNGARIAN REVOLUTION
The success of the Polish uprising was partly due to its gradualness and
moderation. In Hungary, on the other hand, die corresponding movement
was dramatically sudden and of such force as to make large-scale military
intervention by the U.S.S.R. almost inevitable. Fortunately for our
purpose these proceedings were subsequently studied by a special com-
mittee of the United Nations and the main facts are clearly established.
Towards the end of 1955 the first open signs of discontent with the
Communist regime began to appear, but they did not become serious
until Rakosi, following the new Moscow pattern, confessed that a number
of the victims of persecution had been condemned on fabricated charges.
Public indignation at this revelation was boundless and the removal of
Rakosi from office a little later did nothing to damp it down. Discussions
in which the government was severely criticized were organized even by
such bodies as the Communist Youth. Students were particularly active
in these proceedings, and to placate them, in October 1956 the Education
Minister decided to abolish the compulsory study of Russian in schools.
This success merely whetted the appetite of young men enjoying their
first taste of freedom of speech. Meetings began to be arranged all over
the country. In the first place the students dealt with practical matters
affecting their school and college life, but they soon went on to demand
the return of Imre Nagy, the expulsion of Russian troops and the recogni-
tion of the rights of the citizens. They framed a resolution containing
sixteen points of which the most important were those in which the
sponsors demanded a new economic policy, freedom of the press, new
elections and the removal of Russian troops.
The radio authorities refused to broadcast this resolution and its pub-
lication was forbidden. The prohibition was meaningless and merely led
to an atmosphere of excitement thus described by one who took part in
it, 'Every stenographer and every typist did nothing but copy these
things-----Everyone was talking about it; in conversation, over the tele-
phone, the news spread in a few hours.... People pinned the Hungarian
national cockade to their clothes ... the whole people became unified,..
the entire system based on lies collapsed in a moment on the morning of
the 23rd October.'*
Demonstrations in Budapest in support of publication of the sixteen-
point Resolution were entirely peaceful, but on October 25 the action
* Quoted in Hungary, a volume in the Mid-European Studies Centre Series.